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Dani el Morgan, for whom the county i s na med, was one of 
Ameri ca's greatest g eneral s in the War of Independence a nd 
won a b rilliant  victory at Cowp ens.  
 
Decatur's ri ch hi story goes back to 1 823 when it was 
founded b y order of the U. S.  Congress an d Presi dent Jam es 
Monroe i n honor of  the renowned U. S. naval  officer 
Commodore St ephen Decatur (17 79 -1820 ). Decatur, wh o won a sw ord from  
Congress and  a capt aincy w hen he wa s only 2 5, wa s one of th e most dari ng 
offi cers in th e United States Na vy du rin g its early year s. 
 

Our nex t bookma rk in the p ages of  Ameri can history ca me with  the 
openin g of th e Old State Ba nk in 1833. This i mpressive pre -Greek 
Reviv al building rem ains as the ci ty's oldest st andi ng structure.  
 
When the ra vagi ng tides of the Ci vil War swept over the South,  
Decatur wa s engul fed i n the d esperate ski rmishes an d lonely vigils 
common to both arm ies. Oft en fought  over because of i ts key 

railroad  juncti on, only four buil dings (incl uding the Ol d State B ank) were l eft 
standi ng in Decatur when the di n of battle ended in 1865.  

Decatur's charm ing  historic di stricts ha rken back t o an easier time. 
Embraci ng over 11 6-acres, the site i s one of th e most i ntact Victori an-era 
neigh borhoods i n Alabama dating fr om 1870  through  1910.  
 
Decatur's pl ace in  history conti nues into m odern times wi th such si tes as 
Point Mallard, h ome of Amer ica's fi rst Wave Pool ; Cook's Natura l Scien ce 
Museum; t he State's f irst  Alabama Ju bilee Hot Ai r Balloon Festi val; and  the 
Wheeler Na tional  Wildlife Refug e.  

 

 

Welcome to  

Morgan County  

And  

Decatur, Alabama!  

 


